
VAT relief on the purchase of leisure boats in France is applicable if the boat is immediately exported outside 
the EU after the sale. 

However, the buyer can stay temporarily in the EU territorial waters under the temporary importation procedure 
for a maximum period of 18 months after the delivery of the boat. 

At the end of this 18-month period, the boat has to leave the EU territorial waters ; otherwise, the VAT has to be 
paid. 

The temporary importation procedure is applicable only if the leisure boats are : 
n��registered in a non-EU country in the name of a person living outside the EU (when the buyer of the boat is 

a company, its headquarters have to be established outside the EU) ; 
n��used only by non-EU residents. 

This procedure, granted by the customs authorities, does not require any specific formalities ; no guarantee 
has to be implemented. 

However, in order to justify the use of the temporary importation procedure, a copy of the validated export 
declaration of the boat (« BAE – sortie » mentionned  in box 54) has to be kept on board.

This document is delivered by the shipyard and has to be shown everytime the boat is controlled by the 
customs authorities so that they can make sure that the boat is in a legitimate situation and  check the date of 
placement of the boat under the temporary importation procedure. 

During the period of stay, the boat cannot be rented or lent. 

The discharge of the temporary importation procedure does not require any formalities ; the boat simply has 
to leave the EU territorial waters. 

Coordonnées utiles
www.service-public.fr / rubrique « Loisirs »
www.douane.budget.gouv.fr / rubrique « Achats et tourisme »
Infos Douane Service 0 811 20 44 44 (coût d’un appel local depuis un poste fixe)
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